
YUROK TRIBE 
P.O. BOX 1027 KLAMATH, CA 95548 

January 24, 2013 

Dear Tribal Member, 

The ballot measure presented by the Tribal Council will provide the Tribal Membership with immediate 

financial assistance through a per capita distribution to individual Tribal members. This will also allow for 

Tribal economic development, including the thoughtful development of a profitable, tribally owned hotel and 

casino. The destination hotel and casino is part of a larger plan to revitalize the Klamath town site in order to 

attract visitors and create tribal economic development opportunities Reservation-wide, as well as increase 

the quality of life for Tribal members. 

The Yurok Tribal Council respectfully requests you to carefully consider the Nez Perce v. Salazar Settlement 

Proposal to the Obama Administration (SPOA) Referendum. Voting in favor of the ballot will advance a 

carefully thought out plan that will benefit Yurok people today and for generations to come. The referendum 

provides for a per capita distribution of $1,000 for Tribal members below the age of 18, $3,500 for Tribal 

members 18 years old to 59 years old and $4,500 for Tribal members 60 years old or older, as of January 9, 

2013. 

The Yurok Tribe was one of the original 12 plaintiffs in the Nez Perce v. Salazar litigation filed in 2006. In total, 

42 tribes participated in this case, with various other tribes filing separate court actions. The litigation alleged 

that the United States mismanaged Tribal government funds and Tribal natural resources. The Nez Perce v. 

Salazar case does not include individual member's potential or real claims against the United States, only 

tribal government claims. The SPOA settlements are for tribal government claims, not individual claims. 

Individual claims for mismanagement of individual Indian trust funds and land are being addressed in Cabell v. 

Salazar, not Nez Perce v. Salazar. For additional information regarding the Cabell case, please visit the official 

Cabell plaintiffs' website at http://www.indiantrust.com/index or call 1-800-961-6109. The deadline to file a 

claim as an individual in the Cobell case is March 1, 2013. 

The Nez Perce v. Salazar litigation has nothing to do with the Jessie Short litigation that many of you are 

familiar with. As you are aware, those of you that are Jessie Short Plaintiffs, received payments for damages 

in that separate case from the United States. 



As with any settlement negotiation involving litigation, the Tribe was required to enter into a confidentiality 

agreement with the United States. The Yurok Tribal Council has honored that commitment and did not 

publicly discuss the Nez Perce settlement until recently, following the court order accepting the SPOA which is 

why we were unable to discuss this settlement with you. If the Tribal Council did not sign the confident iality 

agreement, we would have not been able to negotiate this $27,536,000 settlement. The first offer from the 

United States was far less than the final amount negotiated by the Tribal Council. 

We have taken a thorough look at a wide variety of economic development options. We have found that a 

hotel/c:asino located in the heart of Redwood National & State Parks, a top destination site, is one step that 

we should take to advance the Tribe toward economic independence and self-sufficiency. At the same time 

this economic venture will provide employment for Tribal members and future opportunities to generate 

revenue. The destination hotel will also open up opportunities for Tribal member owned businesses to flourish 

on the Reservation. 

For the last ten years, we have been planning for the hotel/casino. We have held numerous open tribal 

meetings and discussed the project at the Tribe's annual Tribal member meeting. We are putting forth this 

referendum because we have done our due diligence and can say with confidence that this project is worthy 

of the Tribe's time, energy and financial support. 

The new destination hotel and gaming enterprise is conservatively projected to earn approximately $9.2 

million dollars in profit in five years, while creating nearly 100 new jobs, according to feasibility studies 

conducted by our outside consultants. There will be a number of management positions at both facilities and 

training will be provided for Tribal members seeking these positions. The Tribe does not otherwise have 

funding for the project. We need your support to make the plan a reality. 

We will build an attractive three-story Holiday Inn Express Hotel that will reflect the natural beauty of the 

area. The designs and blueprints are already complete. It will include: 60 rooms, an indoor swimming pool, a 

gift shop, a breakfast space, exercise room, meeting room and high speed internet. The adjacent casino will 

house approximately 99 slot machines, a 50-seat restaurant with a sports bar and outside patio. Both will be 

located just off Highway 101 on the Tribe's 8.5 acre parcel across from the Klamath Tribal Office. 

The Tribe will own 100% of these businesses when complete. In addition to this development, the Tribe has 

secured funding for the construction of a Yurok Visitor's Center, which is slated to begin this spring, as well as 

a Yurok Cultural Park and amphitheater. They will serve as destinations for Tribal members and visitors to 

enjoy. 

We hired Klas Robinson Hospitality and have completed the feasibility for the casino side of the project. PFK 

Consulting and Hospitality Research conducted the financial study for the hotel. Both of these firms are 

leaders in their fields of expertise and their financial projections are highly respected in the industry. 
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It's no secret that federal dollars are dwindling, which is why we need to do something in the very near future 

to replace the lost funds, so programs and services offered to the membership will not diminish. In addition to 

lessening our dependence on the federal government, profits from successful economic enterprises could 

provide the Tribe an opportunity to support variety of programs such as: future per capita distributions, 

language programs, health care, emergency assistance, senior services, law enforcement, protection of our 

sovereignty, educating our children and adults, wellness programs, creation of vibrant businesses that employ 

Tribal members, etc. 

This is probably the last opportunity for the Yurok Tribe to take advantage of a large settlement of this kind. 

This referendum represents our attempt to provide some money for individuals while at the same time 

creating economic development opportunities for current and future generations of Yurok people. 

Here is the evidence that tells us why it will work. 

• The Tribe's Holiday Inn Hotel is projected to have a 68 percent annual occupancy rate resulting in more 

than $1.5 million a year net income, according to PFK. The planned Yurok Visitor's center could 

increase occupancy. 

• The Tribe will earn a 10% bed tax on the sale of all hotel rooms. 

• The Holiday Inn chain, which has also studied the potential rewards of the project and agrees with our 

assessment, ranks 3rd out of 50 hotel brands in the United States. 

• The Tribe's casino is projected to net more than $2.2 million a year with a potential to grow. 

• Every year, 3,400,000 vehicles pass the prospective destination hotel site, travelling on Highway 101, 

according to the California Department of Transportation. 

• Nearly 1,000,000 of those motorists stop at either the international tourist destination Redwood 

National Park or Trees of Mystery, according to the National Park Service. 

• Thousands of people fish the Klamath River, a world-class fishing destination, every year and our part 

of our plan is geared toward catering to salmon and steelhead fishers. 

• Tourists spend more than a $100 million in Del Norte County, a number that has remained stable 

despite a severe economic recession, according to the Center for Economic Development at California 

State University, Chico. 

• Gaming profits are rising on a national level. California makes up 25 percent of the gaming market. The 

economic depression has loosened its grip on tribal gaming in the state. For example, a neighboring 

tribe is nearly finished building a new 10,000 foot entertainment facility, which had previously been 

put on hold due to the economic downturn. 

• The Yurok Reservation, with its proximity to the breath-taking Pacific coast, the Klamath River and a 

world class old-growth redwood forest, is as majestic as any other place in the world. 
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As the Tribal Council moves forward with various economic development and other issues we want you to 

know that we are also working on a larger distribution plan that will identify just how profit from various tribal 

enterprises will be spent. We know there are tremendous individual and tribal needs. Our challenge is to 

develop a plan that provides for distribution to our membership while growing tribal business and economic 

opportunities. We look forward to having these discussions with you. 

We request that each Tribal member give careful consideration to the information presented in this letter. If 

you need additional information, please contact us. We are eager to answer your concerns and questions. 

Thomas P. O'Rourke, Sr. 

Yurok Tribal Chairman 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact: Chairman Thomas O'Rourke Sr. can be reached at 

(707) 482-1350, Vice Chair Susan Masten at (707) 951-2489, South District Representative Bonnie Green at 

(707) 498-3649, North District Representative Jack Mattz at (707) 954-3884, East District Representative lyle 

McKinnon at (707) 499-3504, Requa District Representative David Gensaw at (707) 954-1151, Weitchpec 

District Representative Sid Nix at (530) 710-0061, Orick District Representative larry Hendrix at (707)502-

9931, and Pecwan District Representative Richard Myers at (707)499-3506. 




